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I,  Leith  BOTTELILL  of  Goyder  Avenue,  Katoorba,  in  the  State  of 
lew  South  ales,  Commonwealth  of  Australia,  Builder,  make  oath 
and  say  as  follows: - 

!•  ,  On  15th  February,  1942,  I  was  a  soldier  in  2/19 

Australian  Infantry  Battalion  and  was  taken  prisoner  at 
Singapore  by  the  Japanese,  On  8th  July,  19*2,  I  was  shipped 
in  the  Ubi  i  aru  to  Sandakan,  Borneo,  os  a  rer.ber  of  "E"  i'^xroe. 
This  iorce  disembarked  at  Sonde  lean  on  18  th  and  19  th  July,  1942, 

2»  I  have  read  paragraphs  3,  4,  5,  6  and  7  of 

Affidavit  of  Alexander  Cordon  'Veynton  doted  21st,  November, 

1946  (Evidentiary  Document  io.  5396)  end  I  corroborate  the 
truth  of  the  contents  thereof  with  the  excortion  cf  thfe 
reference  to  Constable  as  I  did  not  see  the  manner  in  rutiob. 
he  was  treated, 

3»  At  the  beginning  of  1944  food  ration  was  reduced 

to  five  ounces  of  weevily  rice  and  a  small  quantity  of  tapioca 
daily.  Tropical  ulcers,  beri  beri  and  dysentery  became 
prevalent  and  from  the  end  of  1944  until* I  left  Sandnkan  in 
February ,  1945,  men  were  dying  at  the  rate  of  seven  per  day, 

A  total  of  400  had  died  when  I  left, 

4«  Between  August,  1944,  and  December,  1944,  I  spent 

two  periods  in  a  cage  9  feet  x  18  feet  x  5  feet.  This  was 
the  second  cage  built  at  Sandckan,  The  first  period  was  for 
twelve  days  and  the  second  for  forty  days.  For  the  first  seven 
days  of  each  period,  I  was  given  no  food  at  ell  and  the  only 
sustenance  I  had  was  banana  peel 3  which  I  picked  up  on  the 
way  to  the  latrine.  Every  third  day  I  received  a  drink  of 
water.  For  the  remainder  of  the  time  I  was  in  the  cage  I 
received  half  of  the  rations  given  to  ordinary  prisoners  of  war, 
Every  time  we  left  the  cage  to  go  to  the  latrines,  we  were 
beaten  by  the  guards.  Each  morning  we  were  taken  out  of  the 
cage  for  about  an  hour  and  made  to  do  physical  jerks,  whilst 
these  were  in  progress  we  were  all  severely  bashed  by  the 
guards,  Len  had  to  be  carried  back  to  the  cage  some  crying 
others  unconscious.  V.'e  were  also  taken  out  of  the  cage  and 
beaten  if  we  did  not  sit  to  attention  throughout  the  day.  We 
were  deprived  of  our  clothes  except  a  "G"  string  and  no  blankets 
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were  provided.  Durine  ry  last  period  of  confinerent  in  the 
cage  there  vere  17  others  with  re  and  there  was  not  enough 
roor.  to  lie  down  at  night.  On  each  occasion  t..at  I  was  in 
the  cage,  I  was  placed  there  on  the  orders  of  Captain  hoshljlma, 
Carp  Commandant .  Everyone  who  was  placed  in  the  cage  was 
treated  in  a  similar  manner. 

5,  Early  in  Decerber,  19*4,  Pte.  Farber  was  placed 

in  the  cage  ,  After  two  weeks  he  died  whilst  in  the  cage  from 
ill-treatr ent  and  exposure.  Our  doctor  requested  that  a 
blanket  be  supplied  to  prisoners  in  the  cage  and  from  then 
onwards  this  was  done. 

• 

Pte  Tyrell  and  four  other  prisoners  were  sentenced 
to  the  cage  in  December,  1944,  for  the  duration  of  the  war. 
Tyrell  had  died  at  the  time  that  I  left  Sandekan,  but  the  otners 
were  still  in  the  cage.  They  subsequently  died.  The  prisoners 
I  have  mentioned  a 3  being  placed  in  the  cage  were  so  treated 
because  they  had  gone  into  the  bush  to  obtain  tapioca  roots  or 
had  taken  food  from  the  quartermaster’s  Store,  Luch  of  this 
food  was  stolen  for  the  sick  who  were  always  kept  on  half 
rations . 


6.  Throughout  ny  stay  at  Sandakan  men  were  continually 

belted  with  sticks  and  rifles.  If  they  fell  to  the  ground 
they  were  kicked  until  they  got  up  or  lost  consciousness.  On 
occasions  men  were  made  to  stand  at  attention  and  the  Japs 
would  drive  their  knees  into  the  men's  testicles.  If  they 
fainted  under  this  treatment  they  were  revived  with  water 
and  the  treatment  continued.  Even  the  sick  were  subjected  to 
this  treatment.  The  Japs  hated  the  sick  because  they 
considered  then  to  be  nuisances. 


7,  Lieutenant  Okehara  was  in  charge  of  "B"  Force  when 

it  first  care  to  Sandakan,  Complaints  were  made  to  him  by 
our  officers  that  the  prisoners  on  working  parties  were  being 
ill  treated.  He  said,  "I  have  instructed  the  guards  to  beat 
the  prisoners  to  make  them  work  harder  as  the  aerodrome  must 
be  completed  by  October 7 8 * *  11  Caotain  Hoshijima  took  over  control 
from  Okahara  .  He  was  personally  responsible  for  the  confinement 
of  prisoners  in  the  cage  without  food.  After  two  Australians, 
loung  and  another  had  been  bashed  under  his  instructions,  he 
pwked  his  fingers  into  their  eyes.  They  both  died.  He  was 
himself  sentenced  to  death  by  hanging  by  an  Australian  Lilitary 
Court.  He  is  the  i.oshijima  referred  to  on  page  9  Pf  Evidentiary 
Document  Ho,  $21 9» 


8,  In  February,  1945,  350  Australian  and  120  English 

prisoners  were  sent  from  Sandakan  to  march  to  Hanau.  They 

left  daily  in  parses  of  40  or  50.  I  was  in  the  third  party, 

\,e  were  accompanied  by  an  officer,  three  N.C.O's  and  15  privates 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/9a739d/ 


/  Id  t  X 

Evidentiary  Document  No,  53*1.  Page 

as  a  guard,  Ve  hed  to  carry  their  arnunition  and  food  as  well 
as  our  own  food  and  equipment,  Ken  dropped  out  from  the 
march  as  they  becare  too  weak  to  carry  on.  They  were 
immediately  shot.  I  sa w  four  men  shot  by  the  Japanese  Sergeant 
Lajor  when  they  fell  out  from  the  rerch.  At  one  time  the  only 
food  that  forty  of  us  had  between  us  for  three  days  was  six 
cucumbers. 


Vhen  we  were  about  a  week  out  of  hanau  we  crossed 
a  large  mountain  and  while  we  were  making  the  crossing  two 
Australians,  Pte .  Lur.phries  and  a  corporal  whose  name  I 
cannot  remember,  fell  out;  They  wei  e  suffering  from  beri 
beri,  malaria  end  dysentery  and  became  too  sick  to  travel 
on,  A  Japanese  private  shot  the  corporal  and  a  Jepenese 
sergeant  shot  Lur.phries .  Altogether  we  lost  five  men  on  that 
hill. 


As  we  weie  going  along  men  would  fall  out  as  they 
became  too  weak  to  carry  on,  \<e  would  go  on  and  then  shortly 
after  hear  shots  and  men  squealing  out;  when  this  occurred 
there  were  alv/ays  Japanese  behind  us,  and  it  was  they  who  did 
the  shooting.  Although  I  did  not  see  the  bodies  of  any  men 
who  had  been  shot  in  the  parties  that  had  gone  before  U3, 
often  I  could  smell  them. 

Of  the  50  who  started  out  from  Sandakan  in  my 
party,  37  reached  Lanau,  The  trip  took  us  17  days,  as  we 
went  straight  through,  marching  every  dpy.  The  Japanese 
who  care  with  us  were  in  very  good  physical  condition  and 
had  more  rations  than  we  did  on  the  rarch.  A  couple  had 
malaria  but  they  were  left  behind  at  the  outposts  and  came 
along  later  when  they  felt  fit  enough.  I  saw  these  men 
coming  through  about  six  weeks  later  , 

9»  After  we  had  reached  Lanau  I  was  one  of  a  party 

of  Australians  sent  back  26  miles  towards  Sandakan  to  carry 
rice  for  the  troops  coring  on  and  for  the  Japanese.  The 
Journey  would  take  us  five  days  -  three  days  out  and  two  days 
back.  Three  parties  who  were  raking  the  Journey  to  Lanau 
stayed  at  this  place  and  it  was  for  them  that  we  can  led  out 
the  rice  and  also  for  the  Japanese  guards.  Lach  of  us  had  to 
carry  one  45-lb  bag  of  rice  on  his  back  over  hills  and  swampy 
ground.  As  a  result  of  the  hard  conditions,  several  men 
died  while  thus  carrying  rice,  V.e  used  to  help  those  who  were 
too  weak  and  practically  carried  many  of  them,  back  to  camp, 
V.hile  carrying  rice  on  one  occasion,  Fte.  Shear  was  shot  nine 
miles  from  Lanau  and  Fte  Alberts  and  a  corporal  were  bayonetted 
by  the  Japanese  20  miles  from  Lanau,  They  were  too  weak  to 
carry  on  and  fell  out.  I  sew  the  bayonetting  myself;  the  mien 
were  on  the  ground  at  the  time.  The  corporal  and  myself  used 
to  go  into  the  geidens  for  tapioca  which  we  would  cook  up 
and  make  a  decent  meal  of,  so  I  was  one  of  the  fittest  men  in 
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the  carp.  On  this  occesion  of  the  tayonetting  and  shooting, 
•hear  was  on  the  ground  calling  out,  ’’Don't  shoot  re,"  and 
putting  his  hands  up,  but  nevertheless  he  was  shot  and  left 
lying  on  the  ground . 

in  Kerch,  19‘5»  2  Australians,  Crease  and  Cleary, 
atter.pted  to  escape  from  l.anau  but  were  recaptured  and  tortured. 
They  were  scr earing  with  pain.  They  were  tied  up  in  the  open 
in  full  view  of  the  natives  for  two  weeks.  Cleary  had  no 
clothes  and  had  a  chain  around  his  neck.  He  died  within  ten 
minutes  of  being  released. 

11 •  Eashings  were  an  every  day  occurrence  at  hanau. 

i.  Irivete  .  urrey  took  sore  food  fror  a  food  dump,  ..e  was 
tied  up  outside  the  guard  house  and  on  the  sar.e  afternoon 
taken  by  a  medical  orderly  and  another  guard  to  the  cere  ter’ 
and  bayonetted  to  death.  Our  food  at  this  stage  consisted  of 
100  granes  rice,  100  gran.es  sweet  potatoes  end  100  grarres 
tapioca  daily.  e  were  given  no  medical  supplies.  Deaths 
were  occurring  fror.  starvation,  dysentery,  nalaria  and  beri 
beri.  In  recording  deaths  Japs  only  allowed  us  to  show  them, 
as  being  caused  by  nalaria  or  dysentery. 

• 

Of  the  470  prisoners  thet  had  left  Sendakan  in 
lebruery,  1945,  six  only  were  alive  in  June,  1945,  the  remainder 
had  died  or  been  killed.  On  the  other  hand  the  Japs  were  all 
in  good  condition  except  for  a  few  who  had  contracted  nalaria. 
The  Japanese  had  plenty  of  food  and  none  were  suffering  from 
malnutrition. 

12.  In  June,  19*-5j  a  further  party  of  140  arrived  at 

i.enau  from  Sandakan.  Short  was  one  of  those  in  this  arty. 

hen  they  had  left  Sandekan,  there  were  600  of  them,  but  the 
remainder  had  perished  on  the  march,  then  I  made  ny  escape  in 
July  ebcut  100  of  these  men  were  still  alive;  they  were  then 
dying  at  the  rate  of  about  seven  a  day,  rainly  from  starvation. 
They  were  given  a  small  cup  of  rice  water  a  day  with  about  an 
inch  of  rice  in  the  bottom.  Plenty  of  rice  was  available  and 
the  Japanese  used  to  geb  600  grams  a  day  themselves;  they  also 
used  to  get  tepLoca,  meat,  eggs  end  sweet  potatoes  and  showed 
no  signs  of  malnutrition.  The  clothas  of  the  men  who  died 
would  be  taken  from  them  and  the  Japanese  would  trade  them 
with  the  natives  for  food/-afer.selve"s .  Blankets  were  also 
taken  and  traded  with  the  natives. 

13*  A  Korean  'guard  named  l.emora  had  told  Fte,  Loxom 

who  had  made  the  r arch  from  Sandakan  with  me,  that  we  would 
all  be  shot  by  the  Japs  if  the  Australians  landed.  On  7  July, 
1945,  loxom,  Short,  Anderson  and  I  escaped.  On  the  first  night 
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we  weie  out  we  broke  into  a  Japanese  dump  and  secured  food. 
Anderson  died  on  28th  July,  194-5 •  e  were  in  the  Jungle  for 
six  weeks  before  we  were  rescued.  Ly  weight  fell  fron  132 
pounds  to  84  pounds  whilst  in  captivity. 


SwOi.N  at  TO! .1C  this  ) 

,  ) 

the  6th  day  ) 

of  tecerber,  1946.  ) 

EEFOiE  i£ 


(Sgd)  .  KEIIH.  BOIXEULL. 
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